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F
itness enthusiasts can 
make use of  Greater 
Chennai Corporation’s 
bicycle sharing system 
for their morning activ-

ity. The civic body has tweaked 
the timings for using cycles 
which will now be available from 
5am to 10pm. Earlier, these were 
available between 8am and 8pm. 

The cycle sharing system un-
der the smart city project was 
inaugurated by chief  minister 
Edappadi Palaniswami in Febru-
ary. The project took 
off  at 25 locations in 
Anna Nagar, Shenoy 
Nagar and at the Ma-
rina with a fleet of  250 bikes.

“Recently, the services have 
been extended to 15 more loca-
tions on OMR, EVR Salai and in 
Pondy Bazaar,” a corporation of-
ficial said adding that work was 
on to add 10 more locations.

It has been a week since the 
timings have been revised and 
the response has been positive 
thus far, said a corporation offi-
cial. “We received several re-
quests to advance the timings as 
most of  health-conscious citizens 
wanted to make use of  the bicy-
cles early in the morning,” said 
the official.

The new schedule has been 
welcomed, especially at the Ma-
rina where fitness enthusiasts 
flock early in the morning. “A 
decent bicycle costs more than 
Rs 3,000. It is economical to use 
the public sharing system in-
stead,” said P Vimal Sankar, a 
bank employee.

However, safety remains a 
concern as many said the city 
was not bicycle friendly. The few 
kilometres of  dedicated cycle 
tracks that the civic body ex-
perimented with were not suc-
cessful. “Without dedicated bicy-
cle tracks throughout the city, 
such systems might fizzle out in 
the longer run,” said S Karthik, 
an IT professional.

In T Nagar, the cycle sharing 
system is put up on the pedes-

trian plaza. While the plaza is yet 
to be inaugurated, the wide foot-
path is instead used as a parking 
space for two wheelers and four 
wheelers, defeating the purpose.

Apart from fitness, the ex-
tended timings are also a boon 
for office-goers. “One of  the con-
cerns relayed to us was that peo-
ple were unable to use the smart 
bikes for last-mile connectivity 
as the services were shut by 8pm. 
So we also extended the service 
in night also by two hours,” an 
official said.

For instance, if  people get 
down at Thiruman-
galam metro station, 
they can use the 
smart bike to com-

mute till Anna Nagar 18th Main 
Road, 21st Main Road or Ambat-
tur Estate and lock the bicycle 
at the designated spot. “This is 
more economical instead of  tak-
ing an autorickshaw,” the offi-
cial said.

A corporation official said 
work was also underway to expe-
dite the launch of  e-bike sharing 
system in the city.

5am To 10pm — New Timings To 
Benefit Early Morning Fitness 
Enthusiasts And Commuters

Happy hours! Corpn advances 
cycle sharing window to 5am

ON DEMAND
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MAKING WAY FOR MORE
The corporation has expanded its cycle sharing 
project to 15 more locations on OMR, EVR Salai 
and in Pondy Bazaar
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HOW IT WORKS
Download 

Smartbike mobility 
app and 
register

Scan QR 
code or enter 
bicycle number to 
release cycle from the 
dock

Return bike at any 
smartbike station

THE FARE
Registration 

Rent for 
one hour 

For every 
30 minutes
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Corporation 
plans to make 
5,000 bicycles 
available at 

500 locations

Bicycles

380
SHARING CLUSTERS
Marina Beach | 6 stations
Anna Nagar | 10 stations 
Shenoy Nagar | 9 stations

NEWLY ADDED CLUSTERS
OMR | 4 stations 
EVR Salai | 2 stations
T Nagar | 7 stations

THE PAST

In 1965, Amsterdam 
implemented the first bike 

share system. Known as witte 
fietsen, or white bikes, the 
programme collected 
bicycles, painted them white 
and placed them on the 
streets for public use. 
(Source: smartcitiesdive.com)

OVER THE YEARS
In 2004, there 

were 13 bike-
sharing systems 
across the world

By 2016, there 
were 855 systems

(Source: 
Down to Earth)

THE LEADERS | Top five countries with 
bicycle sharing 
programmes

China Italy USA Germany Spain

Source: Statista.com
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We received several 
requests to 

advance the timings 
as most of health-
conscious citizens 
wanted to make use 
of the bicycles 
early in the 
morning
– Corporation 
official
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Surfers, Yoga Enthusiasts And 
Beach-goers Rode The Wave 

At The Covelong Festival

OF SAND, SURF, 
SUN & THE SEA

Pics: A Prathap

ACTION-PACKED:
Enthusiasts and 
experts flocked to 
Covelong Point on 
Sunday where the surf, 
music and yoga 
festival was on in full 
swing. This year, 
around 30 international 
surfers took part in the 
two-day event that is 
held every year

Chennai: In his final report
on the accident at St Thomas
Mount station last July that
killed five footboard commu-
ters, the commissioner of ra-
ilway safety (CRS) has pin-
ned the blame on five mid-le-
vel officials of the enginee-
ring department for their
casual and complacent atti-
tude, sources said.

The incident happened
on July 24, 2018, when com-
muters on the footboard of a
Tirumalpur-bound local tra-
in hit the pale fencing at Mo-
unt station and died after fal-
ling onto the tracks. The fen-
cing was found to be an ‘in-
fringement’, violating safety
norms.

Officials responsible in-
clude then divisional engi-
neer (DEN-south), who is the
top official in-charge of the
Chennai Beach-Villupuram
section in the Chennai divi-
sion of Southern Railway.
This is apart from the footbo-
ard passengers who have be-
en blamed for the accident.

The CRS’ observations
were primarily because
three weeks before the acci-

dent, the officials had taken
measurements at the same
spot and in their report had
not flagged off any safety
violations. They took no ac-
tion despite similar deaths
at the same spot four days be-
fore the incident. The const-
ruction wing of Southern
Railway has also been bla-
med for laying the railway li-
ne in violation of approved
drawings.

The report has been sub-
mitted to Southern Railway
recently. However, the rail-
ways is yet to take any action
against the officials. Two ex-
perienced officials in the
traffic department told TOI
that disciplinary action un-

der disciplinary and appeal
rules (DAR) ought to be initi-
ated in such cases.

The senior section engi-
neer (SSE, permanent way)
in Egmore has been held pri-
marily responsible for the
incident, sources said. In his
deposition to the CRS, the
engineer said on July 3, 2018,
he, along with a joint team,
took measurements at the
spot based on a Twitter
complaint and noted the
schedule of dimensions (the
distance between centre of
track and the infringing
structure) to be 2.1 metres.
However, as per railway ru-
les it was meant to be a 2.452
metres or a minimum of 2.36
metres.

In fact, the CRS said the
SSE quoted wrong provi-
sions and misguided the te-
am. This report was not vet-
ted by the DEN, an example
of his casual attitude, CRS
noted. Sources quoted the
CRS as saying that the lack of
knowledge of officials was
shocking because there was
a similar CRS inquiry on Fe-
bruary 23, 2017, into a similar
accident after which such sa-
fety rules were thoroughly
deliberated.

Mount accident: 5 officials, 
their complacency blamed

Siddharth.Prabhakar
@timesgroup.com

Chennai:The city will get its
first electric bus today (Mon-
day). Chief minister Edapad-
di K Palaniswami will flag off
Chennai’s first electric bus
from the state secretariat.
These air-conditioned buses
have a maximum capacity of
72, including standees.

With these, after a gap of
nearly 10 months, A/C buses
will again hit the city roads.
Last of the 100 A/C Volvo bu-
ses, procured in 2008, was
condemned in December.

The new electric buses,
built by Ashok Leyland, will
be operated on Thiruvanmi-
yur-Chennai Central Rail-
way Station and CMBT-Bro-
adway routes.

“The environment-fri-

endly battery-driven buses
can touch a maximum speed
of 100km/hour,” said a se-
nior MTC official.

The official said batteries
recharged at charging sta-
tions in MTC depots will be
replaced at the end of every
trip or 40km. He termed it
‘swap technology’.

“The buses with tubeless
tyres will have two airbags at
the front and four in the rear.
Also, the doors will be pneu-
matically operated in-swing
door,” said another govern-
ment source.

The buses have hydraulic
power steering systems and
dual circuit air brakes. The
floor leather is of wear resis-
tant floor vinyl and the pas-
senger seat is of fixed stan-
dard seats, the source said.

The buses were built at a
depot in Mamandur, 90km
from Chennai, and were bro-
ught to MTC headquarters at
Pallavan Salai on Sunday
evening in a container to av-
oid media attention.

Initially, the buses will be
operated by drivers from As-
hok Leyland who are famili-
ar with the bus conditions
and operations.

More e-buses are likely to
be included into MTC and
other state transport corpo-
rations’ fleets with the Union
heavy industries ministry
approving the sanction of
funds for procuring 525 batte-
ry-operated buses for Tamil
Nadu under Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Elec-
tric Vehicles in India sche-
me.

City to get e-buses today; AC
coaches can ferry 72 commuters

Chennai:Faced with a barra-
ge of complaints from public
on open dumping of waste in
vacant lands, erratic door-to-
door collection and bribery,
the Avadi corporation will
now set up boards with names
of the conservancy workers,
supervisors, sanitary inspec-
tors and other officials with
their contact numbers on eve-
ry street’s entrance and exit
point, starting this month.

“ This way we will arm re-
sidents with the power to con-
tact officials and ensure that
waste is collected and dispo-
sed. We are also planning to
hold meetings with residenti-
al welfare associations to cre-
ate awareness on this,” said a
senior official in the solid
waste management depart-
ment in Avadi.

At present, Avadi genera-
tes about 90 tonnes of waste
every day from about 82,000-
odd households. The waste is
transported using 139 battery
operated vehicles and 27 light
motor vehicles (LMV). There
are 165 permanent conservan-
cy workers and 675 on cont-

ract basis. From the past two
years, Avadi civic body has
spent about `̀11 crore on set-
ting up 17 composting centres,
each of four tonne capacity.
But unless waste is segrega-
ted and collected every day,t-
hese centres will remain non-
functional.

“Walk into any locality in
Avadi Corporation and it will
be hard to miss the stench
emanating from vacant lands.
Hazardous wastes such as sa-
nitary napkins and medical
waste are also openly dum-
ped,” said Yasmin Wilson of
Rajaji Street, showing TOI
one such dump near her hou-
se. S Mohan, a sanitary officer
said, “We have chalked out se-
veral plans. We will ensure
waste management is impro-
ved in the coming months,”
he said. E Dhanalakshmi of
Nandavana Mettur said con-
servancy workers do not turn
up at all and when they do,
they demand money for col-
lecting waste. “We have comp-
lained to the officials several
times,but the issue is never re-
solved. I have resided here for
past 10 years and haven’t seen
any change,” she said.

To better solid waste
mgmt, Avadi displays
nos. of sanitary staff

Chennai: Following Greater
Chennai Corporation’s diktat
that bulk waste generators
such as apartment complexes
should manage their waste,
an apartment complex in Ve-
lachery, Malles Arcadiaa, has
come up with the oldest trick
in the book: While segregat-
ing waste as recyclable and
non-recyclable, the residents
also segregate the vegetable
waste from their homes and
send them as cow feed.

“75% of the waste generat-
ed every day in homes is vege-
table waste. We did not have

space in our apartment com-
plex to set up a large compost
bin that could treat the waste

space to install a large bin and
we cannot bring all residents
on the same page overnight,”
said G Deeba Lakshmi, anoth-
er resident.

Apart from this, to encour-
age the future generation,
competitions are held for chil-
dren in waste segregation and
movie screenings are con-
ducted to explain the concept.

Recently, the children
were shown the ‘WALL-E’, an
animation movie set in the fu-
ture in which environmental
neglect has made Earth in-
habitable. “It was easier to
train the kids.,” Sindhuja
said.

that we would segregate the
vegetable waste as cow feed,”
said, S Sindhuja, a software
professional. 

More than 120 families re-
side in the apartment com-
plex. Luckily for the residents,
there is a cow shed in the next
street and after cajoling, the
person who runs the shed
agreed to collect the waste.
The residents went to other
apartment complexes and
studied how they managed
their waste and implemented
some of the methods. 

“Some complexes have in-
stalled compost bins worth Rs
4 lakh. We do not have the

from all the apartments. So, af-
ter meetings with our associ-
ation members, it was decided

Counting on the cow to reduce vegetable waste
Srikkanth.D@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Two employees
of the Tamil Nadu Electri-
city Board were arrested for
attacking a traffic sub-in-
spector near Manali on Sa-
turday night. The men have
been identified as Manima-
ran, 45, and Paneerselvam,
50, both from Ennore.

Police said traffic sub-
inspector Ezhil and police
constable Jagan stopped
Manimaran during a vehi-
cle check. The man was
drunk but refused to pay the
fine stating that he was a go-
vernment employee. When
the policemen refused to let
him go, he called Paneersel-
vam to the spot. The two be-
gan arguing with the police-
men but Ezhil handed them
over the challan. Irked, Ma-
nimaran and Panneersel-
vam roughed up the police-
men. 

Ezhil lodged a compla-
int with the Manali police
station after which the two
TNEB employees were ar-
rested. Police have booked
them for assaulting and pre-
venting a government ser-
vants from discharging the-
ir duty.

Two TNEB 
staff held for 
attacking cop

Chennai:The Tamil Nadu food
safety department will inspect
canteens of schools and colle-
ges to ensure they serve whole-
some, nutritious food. To start
with, the department has
drawn up a list of 200 schools
and colleges where the canteen
menu includes junk food. The
exercise, to be carried out in col-
laboration with the education
department, is expected to be-
gin in the first week of Septem-
ber as part of its ‘eat right’ cam-
paign.

Schools found to be serving
junk food will first be warned
through a notice and, if repea-
ted, will be fined. “Students ha-
ve limited understanding of the
adverse effect of junk food. We
have tied up with educational
institutions to provide aware-
ness and help them plan a healt-
hy menu that will benefit stu-
dents,” said A Ramakrishnan,
designated food safety officer of
Chennai district. 

The departments plan to
implement a few measures
prescribed in the draft guideli-
nes issued by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of In-

dia (FSSAI) to curb junk food in
and around school campuses.
The guidelines say food high on
fat, sugar and salt (HFSS), such
as chips, fried food, sugar-swee-
tened carbonated beverages, su-
gar-sweetened non-carbonated
beverages, ready-to-eat noodles,
pizzas, burgers, fries and con-
fectionery items must be rest-
ricted on school premises whe-
re the child is without parental
supervision.

The draft highlighted a stu-
dy among 400 schools in Chen-
nai which found that 21.5% of
children have high blood pres-
sure. The prevalence was hig-
her in overweight and obese
children. A few schools in the ci-
ty like Chettinad Hari Shri Vi-
dyalayam and Hindu Nursery
and Primary School have star-
ted programmes like ‘zero tole-
rance policy towards junk food’,
including millets in their cante-
en menus. Teachers, when they
find junk food in students’ lunch
boxes, send notes to parents.
“Please add protein, provide he-
althy food,” reads a typical note.
If the student continues to take
junk food to school, the note
asks the parents to come to the
school for a meeting.

Govt will inspect
canteens in schools,

colleges for junk food
Aditi.R@timesgroup.com

USE OF REFUSE: Residents of an apartment complex in Velachery
have tied up with a cowshed owner who collects the vegetable waste
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ROOT CAUSE: The fencing at
the spot of the accident violated
safety norms but the officials
did not take corrective action

CCI NG 3.7 Product: TOIChennaiBS PubDate: 26-08-2019 Zone: Chennai Edition: 1 Page: TOICHP2 User: debayan.tewari Time: 08-26-2019 00:01 Color: CMYK


