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Pedestrian plaza turns a culture hotspot

Jam Sessions,
B-boying Among
The Upcoming
Performances

Kamini.Mathai
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The Pedestrian
Plaza pulsated with the beat
of drums on Friday evening
as Master Sha took the stage
for a pop-up concert that
within minutes caught the
attention of passersby.

As he got the shopaholics
and selfiholics grooving to
his beat, Master Sha also set
the pace for Pondy Bazaar’s
newly christened plaza to
turn intoone of themore cul-
turally happening hotspots
inthecity.

At least it’s what Smart
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City CEO Raj Cherubal
hopes.
The coming days, he says,

will see musicians — young

and old, classical and con-
temporary — rock the pave-
ment on weekends. “People
have suddenly realized the

potential of the plaza,” says
Cherubal. “We’ve been flood-
ed with requests to perform.
We’re hoping this turns
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into a great space to show-
casetalent.”

On Saturday, for instance,
Madras Inherited is inviting
artists to the plaza to “inter-
pret the heritage of T Na-
gar”. Artists will be given an
hour each to express them-
selves on the canvas provid-
ed as well as paints, brushes
and spray paint cans. At the
end of the hour, another art-
ist will take over from the
previous one and will get an
hour to respond or react to
the work,” says Anirudh
Venkat of Madras Inherited.
All the work will also be dis-
playedatalaterdate,headds.

“People are warming up
to the idea of street perform-
ances,” says Arjun Madha-
van of Unwind Centre, who
hosted the Drums Circle.

“We had everyone from
children to an 80-year-old try
their hand at drumming on
Friday. Our idea is to present
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‘clean’ events with no profan-
ity or vulgarity,” says Mad-
havan.

Upcoming events will in-
clude jam sessions, poetry
readings, open mics, break-
dancing and B-boying.

“The local police station
isbeing constantly informed
of theevents. Weare working
on streamlining the applica-
tion process for the perform-
ances as we are getting a
huge amount of interest,”
says Cherubal. He adds that
plogging events are also be-
ingplanned.

“We want citizens to take
ownership of the plaza,” he
says.

Feederservicesfrommet-
ro stations to the wi-fi en-
abled plaza are also up and
running.

As the December music
seasons rolls in, rasikas, it
may be time to look out for
kutcherisatthe plaza.




