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Pedestrian plaza turns a culture hotspot
R Ramesh Shankar

Jam Sessions,
B-boying Among
The Upcoming
Performances
Kamini.Mathai
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The Pedestrian
Plaza pulsated with the beat
of drums on Friday evening
as Master Sha took the stage
for a pop-up concert that
within minutes caught the
attention of passersby.
As he got the shopaholics
and selfiholics grooving to
his beat, Master Sha also set
the pace for Pondy Bazaar’s
newly christened plaza to
turn into one of the more culturally happening hotspots
in the city.
At least it’s what Smart

ADDING TO ZING: Drums Circle hosted by Unwind Centre at Pedestrian Plaza on Friday

City CEO Raj Cherubal
hopes.
The coming days, he says,
will see musicians — young

41 firms to collect,
treat trash from bulk
garbage generators
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: If your housing or
commercial complex generates more than 100kg of garbage every day, don’t expect the
city corporation to collect or
clear it. Instead, the civic body
has added 11 firms to its list of
30 others who would collect
trash from bulk garbage generators.
The move comes after
Greater Chennai Corporation
received several complaints of
vast amounts of garbage being
burned on vacant land, often
by the side of national highways. Bulk trash generators
can contact these 41firms, 30 of
which were enlisted by the corporation on July 19.
The corporation has decided not to collect garbage from
such places while its conservancy workers will continue to
take segregated waste from
smaller complexes. This, officials said, is part of the civic
body’s zero waste plan. In
many residential localities,
common bins have disappeared as segregated waste is
collected at the doorstep.
From Friday, 26 firms can
be contacted for biodegradable
solid waste processing services, while 15 firms can be contacted for dry waste recycling.
The details of the firms can be
found on the corporation’s
website www.chennaicorporation.gov.in .
Officials said these companies would either set up a bio-

degradable waste compost
plant on the premises of the
residential or commercial
complex or collect garbage
from the doorstep. In case of
plants on the site, biogas generated from the garbage can be
routed to a common kitchen
for cooking. The waste generators will have to bear the cost of
the services. The corporation
has only empanelled these
firms to be held accountable to
residents, but has not fixed the
cost.
Sources said many non-empanelled firms have been collecting garbage from residents
for a fee and either dumping it
on the roadside or burning the
same. “Soon, residents complain of their neighbourhood
stinking,” said an official, explaining the rationale behind
empanelling the firms. The
empanelled service providers
have to comply with Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
and Central Pollution Control
Board norms related to solid
waste management and other
applicable laws.
Firms charge different
rates and have flexible ways of
engagement. The rates for garbage may range from `4to `8
per kg.
Kern Agrawal, director of
Carbon Loops, which was empanelled on Thursday, told TOI
that the company collects wet
waste, including cooked and
uncooked food and garden
waste, from residential apartments on a weekly basis.

and old, classical and contemporary — rock the pavement on weekends. “People
have suddenly realized the

potential of the plaza,” says
Cherubal. “We’ve been flooded with requests to perform.
We’re hoping this turns

into a great space to showcase talent.”
On Saturday, for instance,
Madras Inherited is inviting
artists to the plaza to “interpret the heritage of T Nagar”. Artists will be given an
hour each to express themselves on the canvas provided as well as paints, brushes
and spray paint cans. At the
end of the hour, another artist will take over from the
previous one and will get an
hour to respond or react to
the work,” says Anirudh
Venkat of Madras Inherited.
All the work will also be displayed at a later date, he adds.
“People are warming up
to the idea of street performances,” says Arjun Madhavan of Unwind Centre, who
hosted the Drums Circle.
“We had everyone from
children to an 80-year-old try
their hand at drumming on
Friday. Our idea is to present

GREEN POWER ON THREE WHEELS

B A Raju

T

hree women diverted the
attention of a 70-year-old
woman identified as Glory, a
resident of Washermenpet, while
she was travelling in a share
autorickshaw and escaped with
a two-sovereign gold chain worth

the gang members told Glory
that her chain was broken and
the other two women assisted
her in packing the jewellery in a
sachet and handed it over to her.
The chain was missing when
Glory opened the sachet after
she reached the hospital. Based
on her complaint, a case has
been registered.

`1.18 crore
gold seized
at airport
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

DRIVING CHANGE: A fleet of e-autos that chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami flagged off at the
Secretariat on Friday. The environment-friendly vehicles mostly driven by women and transsexuals can be
booked using Mauto Pride app

100 e-autos mostly driven
by women to hit roads soon
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: You can soon book through an app and zip
around the city in an environment-friendly vehicle.
Around 100 M-electric autorickshaws, mostly driven
by women and transsexuals
and fitted with CCTV cameras, GPS devices, panic buttons and television, are set
to hit the roads. Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami on Friday launched the
country’s “first retrofit
electric auto”.

Made by Mauto Electric
Mobility, it can be booked after downloading the Mauto
Pride app on smartphones.
The firm has also launched
conventional diesel-based
autos, for which the base fare is `30 for the first 1.8 km
and `14 per km after that.
The fare chart for e-autos is
yet to be made available in
the app.
Once charged for three
hours, the vehicle can run
up to 100 km. “The aim is to
introduce 4,000 electric
rickshaws in the city, 100 by

a month to reduce air pollution...,” said Mansoor Alikhan, chairman, Mauto group of companies.
During the chief minister’s visit to Dubai in September, an MoU was signed
between Dubai-based KMC
group and Mauto Electric
Mobility and TN recently
gave the nod for the venture
aimed at converting petrolrun autorickshaws into
electric vehicles with an investment of `100 crore, offering job opportunities to
5,000.

NEWS DIGEST

Three women rob
senior citizen

‘clean’ events with no profanity or vulgarity,” says Madhavan.
Upcoming events will include jam sessions, poetry
readings, open mics, breakdancing and B-boying.
“The local police station
is being constantly informed
of the events. We are working
on streamlining the application process for the performances as we are getting a
huge amount of interest,”
says Cherubal. He adds that
plogging events are also being planned.
“We want citizens to take
ownership of the plaza,” he
says.
Feeder services from metro stations to the wi-fi enabled plaza are also up and
running.
As the December music
seasons rolls in, rasikas, it
may be time to look out for
kutcheris at the plaza.

Thiruvottiyur on Thursday. The
family members had gone to a
temple near Tiruvallur when the
burglary occurred. A case has
been registered.

Man kills friend during
drunken brawl: A man stabbed
his friend to death with a beer
bottle during a drunken brawl at
KK Nagar on Thursday. The

construction worker, from
Villupuram, on Thursday. Sivakumar owed Robert `250. Robert
returned only `125. Police said
Sivakumar picked up quarrel
with Robert over the rest of the
amount. Then, in a fit of rage he
attacked Robert with an empty
beer bottle killing him on the
spot. A case has been registered
and Sivakumar arrested.

bomb call to Anna Arivalayam,
Teynampet. Police said Ganesh,
37, of T Nagar, called the police
control room and claimed that a
bomb would go off at Anna
Arivalayam. He is said to have
conveyed the message in Hindi.
Following this, a bomb detection
and disposal squad (BDDS) and
sniffer dogs combed the campus
but could not find anything. The

Chennai: Customs officials at the Chennai airport
seized gold worth `1.18
crore on Friday and Thursday.
On
Friday,
Faeizal
Ahamed Bin Ashraf Ali
,40, a Malaysian national
who arrived here from Kuala Lumpur on an AirAsia
flight, was intercepted by
officials.
The passenger, who was
wearing cycling shorts, appeared to be nervous. The
officials recovered two
pouches weighing 650g,
which were concealed inside his shorts. On extraction, 547g of gold worth
`18.5 lakh was recovered.
On Thursday, based on
intelligence that gold was
likely to be smuggled by a
passenger who would conceal it in the SpiceJet flight
SG 02 arriving from Colombo which would later fly to
Hyderabad in its domestic
leg, customs officials maintained a special watch to
catch the smuggler and recover the gold
A search of the aircraft
led to the recovery of 23
gold bars weighing 2.67kg
valued at `1 crore from the
underneath one of the
seats.
The passenger who was
sitting on the seat from
where the gold was recovered was questioned but
he informed that he had no
connection with the same
and the gold did not belong
to him. The recovered gold
bars were seized as unclaimed.
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2 robbed at Neelankarai beach, 1 hel

Chennai: A three-member gang robbed a ma
engineer and his friend on Neelankarai beach
Wednesday. The robbers snatched a mobile a
from them. Police team apprehended one of t
and launched a hunt for the other two suspec
Pradeep, 26, and a native of Kerala, and his fri
Sundar visited the beach after watching a mo
theatre in the city. Pradeep who is a marine e
and Sundar were riding a bike down to the be

